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Datum and Site Coordinates 

Stage 3 site coordinates were obtained using an iPhone X pro interfaced with ArcGIS Field Map and 
the averaging of 10 readings. Average accuracy per reading during the survey was approximately 4 
m (Standard 3 Section 3.2 MCM 2011). 

Conditions for GPS survey on September 27, 2023 at 11:30 am were partly cloudy. 

J. McAvoy Site (BfFv-21) Coordinates:
Point Easting and Northing 
N 18T 448012 4974960 
E 18T 448040 4974929 
S 18T 448008 4974915 
W 18T 447991 4974933 
Centre 18T 448014 4974937 
Datum 1 18T 448026 4974938 
Datum 2 18T 447997 4974919 

Elevation 78 m asl 
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Appendix 1: Letter from Owner/Proponent Supporting Partial Clearance 



Archaeology Program Unit 
Programs and Services Branch 
Heritage, Tourism and Culture Division 
5th Floor, 400 University Ave 
Toronto ON M7A 2R9 

RE: Letter of Support for Long-Term Protection Measures – J. McAvoy Site (BfFv-21), Oxford 
Township, United Counties of Leeds and Grenville 

To Whom It May Concern, 

As the proponent and property owner, R.W. Tomlinson Limited is committed to implementing long-term 
protection and avoidance measures for the J. McAvoy archaeological site (BfFv-21), identified through 
archaeological assessment as detailed in the report: Stage 3 Archaeological Assessment: J. McAvoy Site 
(BfFv-21), 1486 O’Neill Road Part Lot 14, Concession 8 Geographic Township of Oxford, North Grenville 
Township, United Counties of Leeds and Grenville Oxford Station, Ontario (under PIF P369-0398-2023). 
R.W. Tomlinson Limited is aware of the presence of the archaeological site within the limits of the ARA 
licence and the restrictions on alteration of an archaeological site of further CHVI as per Section 48 of the 
Ontario Heritage Act. 

The following measures will be implemented and incorporated into the approved Site Plan and final 
rehabilitation plan under the Aggregate Resources Act (ARA) to ensure the continued protection of the site. 

1. The J. McAvoy Site (BfFv-21) is recognized as having further Cultural Heritage Value or Interest
(CHVI) and will be formally protected and avoided through the ARA Site Plan.

2. The archaeological site and an associated 10-metre buffer will be clearly delineated as a protected
area on the Site Plan to prevent future encroachment or disturbance.

3. Routine agricultural use may continue at existing levels, including the same crop types and
practices, with the following restrictions:

o No new drainage tiles, deep ploughing, or other invasive improvements;
o No tree planting or crops requiring deep-rooted systems;
o No irrigation systems requiring trenching or excavation.

4. The Site Plan will prohibit all other disturbances to the archaeological site and its buffer, including:
o No stockpiling of overburden;
o No heavy equipment operation;
o No ground disturbance beyond the continuations of ongoing agricultural use.

5. To ensure that the J. McAvoy Site (BfFv-21) is protected and not altered, the following shall be
implemented:

o Prior to grading or other soil-disturbing activities extending to the limits of the protected
area, excluding routine agricultural use, erect a barrier (i.e., fence) around the 10 m
protective buffer zone.

o Issue “no-go” instructions to all on-site construction crews, engineers, architects, or others
involved in day-to-day decisions during construction.

o Show the location of the area to be avoided on all Site Plans, when applicable. Include
explicit instructions or labelling to avoid that area.

o The protected archaeological site and its associated 10-metre buffer shall be clearly
identified and incorporated into the final rehabilitation section of the Site Plan under the
ARA. The rehabilitation plan must designate the archaeological site as excluded from any
future disturbance or land alteration and ensure its long-term protection in accordance with
its status as a site of further CHVI.



6. A licensed archaeologist will be retained to monitor any grading or soil-disturbing activities at the
edge of the protective buffer to ensure the archaeological site remains undisturbed. Monitoring is
not required for routine agricultural operations within the permitted parameters.

7. R.W. Tomlinson Limited acknowledges that, despite rigorous archaeological assessment, there
remains the potential for undiscovered cultural materials. If any artifacts of Indigenous interest or
human remains are encountered anywhere within the subject property, including within the
protected site or its buffer, work will cease immediately, and the appropriate authorities will be
notified, including:

o The Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism;
o A licensed consultant archaeologist;
o The police and coroner’s office (in the case of human remains);
o The Registrar, Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services Act (as applicable).

We trust that these commitments fulfill the intent and requirements of long-term archaeological site 
protection under the Ontario Heritage Act and the Aggregate Resources Act. Please do not hesitate to 
contact the undersigned with any questions. 

Sincerely 

Craig Bellinger C.E.T 
Environmental and Land Project Manager 
R.W. Tomlinson Limited  
Phone: 613-690-3262 
cbellinger@tomlinsongroup.com  
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Appendix 2: Registrar and MCM Communications



 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
October 10, 2023 
 
RE: MH1221 – East Oxford BSI Skeletal Analysis Statement 
 
For the original analysis of skeletal specimens discovered during the Stage 3 assessment, the 
four bones contained enough information for determination of type: frontal bone, pars basilaris, 
pars lateralis, and pars petrosa (Figure 1 and Figure 2). These four bones all originated from the 
cranium and met the qualitative and quantitative measurements from the field manual (Schaefer; 
Black; Scheuer:2009). Due to the size of these bones, they were determined to be neonate (fetal) 
in nature, with a probability of being human remains. These bones originated from Feature A in 
the south-west corner of unit 495E 805N. 
 

 
Figure 1: MH1207 Stage 3 Frontal bones. 

 

 
Figure 2: MH1207 Stage 3 Pars Petrous 

 
At the commencement of the BSI, Feature A was the sole burial. To fully expose this burial, three 
1x1 units needed to be excavated to the west, southwest, and south (494E 805N, 494E 804N, 
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and 495E 804N respectively). When Feature A was fully exposed the remains of a feline were 
discovered. It was determined that no other remains were in association with this burial (Figure 
3). 
 

 
Figure 3:MH1221 Feature A, articulated skeleton of feline. 

Prior to excavation of the units surrounding the initial find, 495E 805N was cleaned and 
photographed. During these activities, several bones and teeth were noted in the south wall of 
the unit and were analyzed and determined to belong to a fetal pig. Due to the recovery of long 
bones and teeth, it was concluded that these bones were non-human. Upon excavation of the 
three surrounding units, it was confirmed that the unit south of the initial finds (495E 804N) 
contained a completely separate feature (Feature B), which consisted of comingled fetal pig 
remains (MNI=4), likely all from the same birth period due to the uniform size of the bones (Figure 
4 and Figure 5). The now fragmented cranium of one of the fetal pigs extended into the original 
excavation unit (495E 805N), in which these bones were first discovered (Figure 6). After 
determination that no human burials were present surrounding the initial finds, the original bone 
fragments were retrieved from their safe storage location and brought to site for comparison to 
the in-situ fetal pig burial. The original bones were determined to likely articulate with the skull of 
one of the fetal pigs, but difficult due to damage and in situ orientation, indicating that these were 
of faunal original and not human. 
 
Both Feature A and Feature B contained fully articulated non-human burials in proximity with each 
other (Figure 7). Minimal artifacts were uncovered in association with both features: a worked 
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bone handle was recovered in situ with the feline from Feature A. No artifacts were discovered in 
direct relation to the commingled fetal pig remains from Feature B. 
 

 
Figure 4: MH1221 Feature B commingled fetal pig remains (MNI 4). 
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Figure 5: MH1221 Feature B Commingled fetal pig remains (close up of cranium, facing North) 

 
Figure 6: Feature B commingled fetal pig remains (Close-up of two crania, originally part of the south wall of 

495E 805N). 
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Figure 7: Plan view of Feature B. 

 
 
We trust that this memo meets your requirements.  
 
 
Matrix Heritage Inc. 
 
 
 
 
Natasha Dilkie, M. Sc. 
Forensic Archaeologist 
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Comparitive Images 
 

 

Figure 8:Human g=fetal frontal bones (Adams and Crabtree 2012). 
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Figure 9:Human fetal Pars Petrous (Simon Hillson;2011). 

 

 
Figure 10: MH 1221 fetal pig bones from wall cleaning of unit 495E 805N. 
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Figure 11:Comparison of the left femur from a human (far left), adult pig (middle), and juvenile pig (right). 

Second image; femur from human neonate (Adams and Crabtree 2012). 
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Figure 12: MH 1221 495E 805N teeth from wall cleaning of South wall. 

 
Figure 13:Adult pig molars and incisors (Schmid 1972). 
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